
WWW.JERSEYDAY.COM.AU







JERSEY DAY is all about promoting awareness of The Organ and Tissue Authority and the 
DONATE LIFE network.

Each JERSEY DAY we ask schools and workplaces across Australia to allow students and 
employees to wear their favourite sporting jersey to school or work to show their support 
for the DONATE LIFE network and begin the conversation with their friends and families 
about organ donation.

JERSEY DAY has been inspired by the story of NATHAN GREMMO who was tragically lost 
in an accident in May 2015. Nathan’s family chose to give the gift of life to others to honour 
the legacy of Nathan’s generous personality. 

This campaign is all about raising awareness - there is no requirement to raise funds. 
Simply wear your favourite sporting jersey to school or work on JERSEY DAY and begin 
the conversation with your friends and family about organ donation. 

ABOUT JERSEY DAY

Nathan Gremmo



Nathan Gremmo

DID YOU KNOW

One organ and tissue donor can 
transform the lives of many people. 
Effective transplantation treatment can 
save lives, restore health and improve 
quality of life. 

Australia is a world leader for successful 
transplants. In 2018, 1,782 lives were saved 
through transplantation which is twice the 
amount of lives in comparison to 2009. 

Our donation rate has significantly 
increased in recent years. Throughout the 
past decade the number of donors has 
more than doubled with 554 in 2018 
compared to 247 in 2009, but there is much 
more we can do.

Australia needs more active engagement 
and awareness within the community to 
increase Australia’s family consent rate. In 
Australia, the family will always be asked to 
confirm the donation decision of the donor 
before the donation can proceed. This is 
why encouraging family discussion of organ 
donation is so important. 

ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION 

THE FACTS

Our aim is to encourage families to 
begin the conversation of 

organ and tissue donation with 
their loved ones. 

Around 1,400 Australians are 
currently waitlisted for a transplant. 
A further 11,000 are on dialysis, many 
of whom would benefit from a kidney 
transplant.

On average, people on the transplant list 
must wait between 6 months – 4 years.

The majority of Australians (71%) think 
it’s important to talk with their 
family/partner but only half (51%) of 
Australians have discussed whether they 
want to become a donor.

The majority of Australians (69%) are 
willing to donate their organs and/or 
tissue when they die.

One in three Australians are registered 
donors despite the majority (69%) 
believing that registering is important.

Of the 36% of Australians who feel 
confident they know if their loved ones 
are willing to be a donor, 93% say they 
would uphold their wishes.

90% of families say yes to donation 
when their loved one is a registered 
donor. 
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WHY DOES MY FAMILY NEED TO KNOW?

As part of the national reform program of 
organ and tissue donation, the family of 
every potential donor will be asked to give 
their consent of donation if the 
situation arises. The request will be made 
by a trained health professional.

Even if you have registered your decision to 
be a donor, your family will still be asked to 
give consent and confirm your decision to 
become a donor. 

WHAT IF MY FAMILY WON’T 
UNDERSTAND?

Organ and tissue donation is a sensitive 
subject. The decision to become a donor 
is a personal and important one. To make 
the right decision for yourself, you need to 
have the facts so that your decision will be 
informed. Your family might also need the 
time to discover the facts and make their 
own decisions. 

FAMILY DISCUSSION OF ORGAN DONATION

WHEN IS A GOOD TIME TO START A 
FAMILY DISCUSSION? 

Today. You can use every day situations to 
start a discussion about important life 
issues, including what to do with your 
organs and tissues if the situation arises. 
These might include:

The Gremmo Homes office on Jersey Day 2018.

JERSEY DAY is the perfect opportunity to 
start a discussion with your loved ones 

about organ and tissue donation. 

The next time your family sits down for a 
meal.

Getting life insurance or writing a will.

Getting a check-up by your GP.

Hearing about someone who has 
become a donor, who needs a 
transplant or who just had a transplant.

Around the time of Jersey Day. 
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REGISTRATION AND FAMILY DISCUSSION MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE 

Consideration of organ and tissue donation comes at 
an intensely emotional time for families. Knowing that 
your loved one wanted to become a donor has made a 
major difference when families are faced with the 
situation of being asked to agree to donation. 

You can register an ‘intent to be an organ and tissue 
donor’ from the age of 16. Adult Australians (18 years or 
over) can register to be a donor on the Australian Organ 
Donor Register (AODR). 

In 2018, on average 9 out of 10 families agreed to 
donation when a family member was on the donor 
register. Consent for donation was given in 7 out of 
10 cases when the family had prior knowledge of their 
loved one’s wishes. In comparison to when the 
family was unaware of their wishes, 5 out of 10 families 
agreed to donation. 

FAMILY DISCUSSION OF ORGAN DONATION
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Registration and family discussion makes a difference

Consideration of organ and tissue donation comes at an intensely emotional time for families. 
Registration and family knowing their loved one wanted to be a donor makes a major difference 
when families are faced with the situation of being asked to agree to donation. 

Adult Australians (16 years and over) can register to be a donor on the Australian Organ  
Donor Register (AODR).

In 2018, 9 out of 10 families agreed to donation when their family member was on the donor 
register. Consent for donation was given in 7 out of 10 cases when the family had prior 
knowledge of their loved one’s wishes. This dropped to 5 out of 10 families agreeing to donation 
when the family was unaware of their wishes.

We can continue to increase consent rates if more Australians register and discuss their 
donation decision. 

The importance of registration and family discussion

93%
Families agreed to donation  

when their family member was 
registered on the AODR

52%
Families agreed to donation  

when their family member was  
not registered and had not 

discussed donation

73%
Families agreed to donation  

when they knew their family member 
wanted to be a donor
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We can continue to increase 
consent rates if more Australians register and 

discuss their donation decision.
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COMMON MYTHS AND MISCONCEPTIONS

You may think you are too old or unhealthy 
to be a donor, or that your religion doesn’t 
support organ and tissue donation. These 
are common myths and misconceptions.

MAKING YOUR DECISION

IN FACT: You need to join the Australian 
Organ Donor Register – state-based driver’s 
licence donor registries no longer exist.

IN FACT: Age is not a barrier - people over 
80 have become organ and tissue donors.

People in their 70’s and 80’s have saved 
the lives of others through organ and 
tissue donation. While your age and 
medical history will be considered, you 
shouldn’t assume you are too old or not 
healthy enough.

 •

IN FACT: People who smoke, drink or have 
an unhealthy diet can still donate. You don’t 
have to be in perfect health to save lives.

There’s every chance that some of your 
organs and tissues may be suitable for 
donation. Don’t rule yourself out – count 
yourself in.

 •

BECOMING A DONOR
 
Everyone has their own reasons for 
deciding whether to become an organ and 
tissue donor. It is important that the 
people close to you understand those 
reasons. Your family need to know your 
donation decision because they will be 
asked to give consent. Families that know 
each other’s donation decision are more 
likely to uphold them. 

Register to become an organ 
and tissue donor by visiting 

www.donatelife.gov.au

You can no longer register to be an 
organ and tissue donor on your driver’s 
licence. If you previously registered to 
be a donor on your driver’s licence, you 
now need to join the Australian Organ 
Donor Register. It takes less than a 
minute.

 •

IN FACT: Most major religions support 
organ and tissue donation as an act of 
compassion and generosity.

 • Many Australians of diverse backgrounds 
are unsure about whether their culture 
or faith supports or allows organ and 
tissue donation. This uncertainty is one 
of the key barriers to making a decision, 
or sharing that decision with loved ones. 

Most major religions including 
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism 
and Judaism support organ and tissue 
donation. The organ and tissue donation 
process can accommodate religious and 
cultural end of life requirements.

 •



Source: OTA annual report 2017-2018

FACTS AND FIGURES

Did you know

Organ and tissue transplantation 
is a well-established and 

effective treatment that saves 
lives, restores health and 
improves quality of life. 

Around 1,400 Australians  
are currently waitlisted for an 

organ transplant with a further 
11,000 people on dialysis.

The availability of organ and tissue 
transplantation is wholly dependent 

on individuals and their families 
consenting to donation.

Becoming an organ donor is 
extremely rare. Around 2% of people 

who die in hospitals are able to 
become organ donors.

Registering at www.donatelife.gov.au 
takes less than a minute,  

and could one day save lives.

Australians need to make sure that 
their family knows their donation 

wishes because they will be asked to 
give final permission.

Organ donors must die in hospital 
where their body can be medically 
supported until their organs can be 

donated.

Seven in 10 Australians are willing 
to become an organ and tissue 

donor. However, only one in three 
Australians is a registered donor.
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10,000+
 lives saved through organ 
transplantation since the  

national program started in 2009

Annual Report 2017–182

OTA Board Chair’s report

In July 2017 the Board of the Organ and 
Tissue Authority (OTA) was established. 
The Board provides strategic direction 
and leadership to drive continued 
growth in Australia’s organ and tissue 
donation and transplantation outcomes 
and normalise donation in Australia. The 
Board is the accountable authority under 
the Public Governance, Performance 
and Accountability Act 2013 (the 
PGPA Act) and reports directly to the 
responsible Commonwealth Minister.

In September 2017 Ms Lucinda Barry was appointed 
as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). At that time, 
Ms Ann Smith concluded her appointment as 
Acting CEO. I acknowledge Ann’s contribution to 
the successful transition to the new governance 
arrangements during her time at the OTA.

The Australian Government, through the OTA, has a 
strong commitment to saving and improving the lives 
of more Australians by implementing a nationally 
coordinated and consistent approach and system to 
optimise organ and tissue donation.

The focus of Australia’s program has been two-fold: 
improving clinical practice in hospitals to better 
identify potential donors and support families when 
opportunities for organ and tissue donation occur; 
and improving public awareness and acceptance of 
organ and tissue donation. This has been achieved 
by building clinical capacity and capability in the 

health system to increase donation rates. We have 
also engaged with the community and stakeholders 
to increase organ and tissue donation awareness, 
and to encourage Australians to register on the 
Australian Organ Donor Register (AODR) and tell their 
family they want to be a donor.

This dual focus recognises that increasing organ 
and tissue donation for transplantation in Australia 
is a collective responsibility. Unless individuals and 
their families agree to donation, and clinicians act 
to facilitate donation and transplantation at every 
possible opportunity, health outcomes through 
transplantation will not improve. 

Increasing organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation is a challenging task. Very few people 
die in hospital in the specific circumstances required 
for organ donation. Many more people can become 
eye and tissue donors as these can be donated 
following death in less restricted circumstances, 
including outside of hospital. 

In 2017, in accordance with our 2017–2021 Strategic 
Plan, we focused on the following four objectives to 
ensure organ and tissue donation for transplantation 
was delivered on a collaborative and consistent basis 
throughout Australia:

 + increasing the number of potential organ and 
tissue donors 

 + delivering high-quality care to donors and their 
families

 + improving organ and tissue donation consent rates 

 + enhancing systems to support organ and tissue 
donation and transplantation.
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